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Proclamation 8351 of March 3, 2009
Women’s History Month, 2009

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

With passion and courage, women have taught us that when we band to-
gether to advocate for our highest ideals, we can advance our common
well-being and strengthen the fabric of our Nation. Each year during
Women’s History Month, we remember and celebrate women from all
walks of life who have shaped this great Nation. This year, in accordance
with the theme, “Women Taking the Lead to Save our Planet,” we pay par-
ticular tribute to the efforts of women in preserving and protecting the en-
vironment for present and future generations.

Ellen Swallow Richards is known to have been the first woman in the
United States to be accepted at a scientific school. She graduated from the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1873 and went on to become a
prominent chemist. In 1887, she conducted a survey of water quality in
Massachusetts. This study, the first of its kind in America, led to the Na-
tion’s first state water-quality standards.

Women have also taken the lead throughout our history in preserving our
natural environment. In 1900, Maria Sanford led the Minnesota Federation
of Women’s Groups in their efforts to protect forestland near the Mis-
sissippi River, which eventually became the Chippewa National Forest, the
first Congressionally mandated national forest. Marjory Stoneman Douglas
dedicated her life to protecting and restoring the Florida Everglades. Her
book, The Everglades: Rivers of Grass, published in 1947, led to the preser-
vation of the Everglades as a National Park. She was awarded the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom in 1993.

Rachel Carson brought even greater attention to the environment by expos-
ing the dangers of certain pesticides to the environment and to human
health. Her landmark 1962 book, Silent Spring, was fiercely criticized for
its unconventional perspective. As early as 1963, however, President Ken-
nedy acknowledged its importance and appointed a panel to investigate the
book’s findings. Silent Spring has emerged as a seminal work in environ-
mental studies. Carson was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom
posthumously in 1980.

Grace Thorpe, another leading environmental advocate, also connected en-
vironmental protection with human well-being by emphasizing the vulner-
ability of certain populations to environmental hazards. In 1992, she
launched a successful campaign to organize Native Americans to oppose
the storage of nuclear waste on their reservations, which she said contra-
dicted Native American principles of stewardship of the earth. She also
proposed that America invest in alternative energy sources such as
hydroelectricity, solar power, and wind power.

These women helped protect our environment and our people while chal-
lenging the status quo and breaking social barriers. Their achievements in-
spired generations of American women and men not only to save our plan-
et, but also to overcome obstacles and pursue their interests and talents.
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They join a long and proud history of American women leaders, and this
month we honor the contributions of all women to our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 2009 as Women’s
History Month. I call upon all our citizens to observe this month with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activities that honor the history, ac-
complishments, and contributions of American women.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of
March, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-third.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8352 of March 13, 2009
National Poison Prevention Week, 2009

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Since 1962, National Poison Prevention Week has helped raise awareness
about the dangers of potentially poisonous substances and has provided the
opportunity to educate fellow Americans about preventing and responding
to poisonings. This education effort is critical to the well-being of children
and adults alike, as both remain susceptible to poison exposure.

According to the American Association of Poison Control Centers (AAPCC),
more than two million potential poison exposures are reported to the Na-
tion’s 61 poison control centers every year. More than half of those expo-
sures involve children aged five and under. The AAPCC also reports that
more than one thousand deaths due to poisoning take place in the United
States every year.

Poisoning most frequently involves medicines and typical household
chemicals, including cleaning supplies and personal care products. When
improperly stored, these substances can present threats to the health and
well-being of people subject to exposure. Taking simple steps can protect
family and friends from harm. For example, keeping poisonous materials
in their original containers, placing these materials out of children’s reach,
following handling instructions and recommended dosages, and installing
carbon monoxide detectors can all help save lives. More information can
be found at www.aapcc.org. In the event of a potential poisoning, experts
at local poison control centers can be reached at 1-800-222—-1222. As chil-
dren and adults suffer from poison exposures, all Americans should take
seriously this grave health risk.

To encourage Americans to learn more about the dangers of accidental
poisonings and to take appropriate preventive measures, the Congress, by
joint resolution approved September 26, 1961, as amended (75 Stat. 681),
has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation desig-
nating the third week of March each year as “National Poison Prevention
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